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In this issue of ABRUZZISSIMO, we are launching two new series of
articles. The first is dedicated to the Jubilee, viewed through a
historical lens. In partnership with Taste Abruzzo, together with
historians, journalists and writers, we will explore the illustrious
personalities and fascinating places in Abruzzo connected to the
celebration. We begin by asking whether the first Jubilee truly took
place in Rome—or if it actually happened in... L'Aquila. 

The second series will focus on some of the most beautiful historic
palazzi in Abruzzo. This month, we take you to Palazzo
D'Alessandro in Caporciano, with its owner’s, Andrea Portante,
story about its past.

On page 8 you’ll find my article about Pratola Peligna and its
successful €1 house scheme, aimed at revitalising the town's
historic centre. I spoke to the municipality and several locals about
the scheme to get a sense of life in Pratola, and one person shared
her experience of buying a run-down property for just €1. Is it really
worth it? The answer was “Yes!”

On page 21, in our Easy Trails column, you will learn where in
Abruzzo to find one of Italy’s oldest forests, and in Quick Stop we
suggest visiting a beautiful small museum in Tossicia.

For our premium subscribers this month we bring exclusive
discounts (see page 27) on stays at Palazzo D’Alessandro,
beautiful holiday apartments in the historic town of Bisenti, and
food tours in Pescara.

Publishing ABRUZZISSIMO is made possible because of your, our
readers, support, and we rely on that support to keep bringing you
the stories you love. If you enjoy what we do, please consider
purchasing a premium subscription for yourself, your Abruzzo-
loving friends and family, or making a donation. 
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Editor’s Note
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THE REGION BRACES FOR
POTENTIAL IMPACT OF US TARIFFS

DRAMATIC DECLINE OF BIRTHS 

Un mondo a parte is coming to a cinema near
you, Abruzzo lovers! Directed by Riccardo Milani,
this heartfelt film is gaining international
recognition, having already sold to the US and 25
other countries. Released in Germany and
Austria, it will soon be distributed in Poland,
Australia, and Brazil. Premiering in Italy last year
to over a million viewers, the film tells the story of
a teacher who relocates to a small village in
Abruzzo to save a school threatened by
depopulation. Filmed in Opi, Pescasseroli,
Villetta Barrea, and Civitella Alfedena, the movie
quickly became a hit, attracting many visitors to
these mountain towns. Watch the trailer on
YouTube and see if you can recognise the
stunning locations.

TOURISM: RECORD-BREAKING
NUMBERS

Abruzzo saw a record-breaking 7 million tourists
in 2024. According to the region’s Department of
Tourism, while mass tourism remains strong
along the coast, particularly in the province of
Teramo, experiential tourism is also on the rise.
More visitors are visiting the region’s cultural and
historic landmarks as well as outdoor activities in
the national parks, with the Parco Nazionale
D’Abruzzo becoming the most popular.

ABRUZZO FILM GOES
INTERNATIONAL

Abruzzo’s economy may face challenges due to
potential new tariffs on European exports,
announced by the US government. The region
ranks fourth in Italy for exports to the United
States, which reached €1.732 billion in 2024 and
has seen significant growth recently, particularly
in the provinces of L'Aquila and Chieti. However,
industries like manufacturing and agri-food may
struggle with higher costs and reduced
competitiveness if higher tariffs are approved.
Small and medium-sized enterprises, the
backbone of the regional economy, could be
especially affected, with broader implications for
employment and economic growth.

DIGEST OF RECENT REGIONAL NEWS AND UPCOMING
EVENTS FROM ABRUZZO NEWSPAPERS

Abruzzo is facing a concerning demographic
decline, with the L'Aquila area experiencing the
sharpest drop. From 1943 to 2023, the number of
births in the region has fallen dramatically from
25,091 to 7,578. Over the past decade, Italy’s
youth population has dropped by 5.8% with
Abruzzo ranking on the seventh place (-13.8%)
among the regions. This demographic shift is
already impacting the job market, with fewer
young people entering the workforce and putting
additional pressure on the region's health
system.

https://youtu.be/P5hgM2OcQh0?si=2QfkxcGg5qlmA1G3


On 19 August 1573, at the remarkable age of 69,
Francesco De Marchi, a military engineer from
Bologna, undertook what is now recognised as the
first documented ascent of Corno Grande (2912
m.a.s.l.), which he believed to be the tallest peak in
Italy. 

De Marchi’s account (read an extract here) of his
ascent of Corno Grande is considered the first
detailed written record of a mountain climb purely
for exploration. While people had certainly climbed
mountains before—for hunting, herding, or religious
reasons—De Marchi’s meticulously documented
ascent set a precedent for scientific
mountaineering long before the concept even
existed. It predates the famous 1786 ascent of
Mont Blanc—often regarded as the birth of modern
mountaineering—by more than 200 years. 

Accompanied by two friends and three chamois
hunters, he spent over five arduous hours scaling
the rocky slopes, braving extreme cold despite the
blazing August sun. “...we had a flask of wine,
which was frozen on the surface, and the rest was
as cold as ice. Because of the cold, we took shelter
behind some rocks in the sun to have a small
meal,” De Marchi wrote later.

To commemorate the 450th anniversary, the new
Italian film Monte Corno (watch the trailer) brings
his adventure to life, narrating his own words
against breathtaking images of the Gran Sasso
(photo above). By recreating his journey, the film
highlights De Marchi’s role as a true pioneer,
whose daring ascent remains one of the most
remarkable yet little-known milestones in
exploration history.
 

The National Museum of Abruzzo in L'Aquila
(MUNDA) will host "Restoration Thursdays" from
6th March to 8th May 2025, with a series of events
showcasing the museum's scientific work in art
restoration. The initiative will offer insights into
techniques and the meticulous preservation of
artworks, accompanied by guided tours of restored
pieces (in Italian). Experts, including restorers and
diagnosticians, will show visitors the restoration
process of such masterpieces as the 15th-century
Madonna in Throne by Andrea Delitio, the 16th-
century Sacred Kinship by Cola dell’Amatrice and
others. See the programme details here. 

THE DAWN OF MOUNTENEERING 
IN THE GRAN SASSO FOUR

CENTURIES AGO

DID YOU KNOW?
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EXPLORE ART RESTORATION IN
L'AQUILA

NEW ORGANIC GIN MADE FROM
GRAPES IN ABRUZZO

A new gin made from Montepulciano d’Abruzzo
grape pomace (the leftover skins, seeds, and stems
after pressing) has been launched in L’Aquila.
Organic Bacco Gin, with floral and fruity notes that
enhance the juniper aroma, is one of the very few
gins made in Abruzzo. The use of pomace is an
innovation, combining traditional distilling methods
with local agricultural byproducts. The two young
entrepreneurs behind the project, Federico Congiu
and Antonella Marrocchi from the Realize
cooperative, will donate part of the proceeds from its
sales to the National Association of the Deaf in
L’Aquila. For details on upcoming tasting events,
check the cooperative’s Facebook page.  

http://www.eneafiorentini.it/iappen/CronacaGS.html
https://www.wantedcinema.eu/it/article/monte-corno---pareva-che-io-fussi-in-aria
https://cultura.gov.it/evento/i-giovedi-del-restauro-al-munda
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100078832758362
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THE FIRST JUBILEE IN
HISTORY: L'AQUILA OR
ROME?

HISTORY

When we think of the Jubilee, our minds
immediately fly to Rome, to St Peter’s
Basilica, to the crowds of pilgrims passing
through the Holy Door in search of indulgence.
But what if I told you that the first Jubilee in
history might not have been the one
proclaimed by Pope Boniface VIII in 1300, but
rather an event that took place in L’Aquila a
few years earlier?

This theory is not new to the people of
Abruzzo, but to many, it might come as a
surprise. In his book Il Primo Giubileo della
storia (The First Jubilee in History), journalist
Angelo De Nicola argues that the first Jubilee
actually took place in L’Aquila in 1294 with
Pope Celestine V. “My provocative theory is
based on a documented historical fact: on 29
August 1294, immediately after his coronation 

Photo: Basilica di Santa Maria di Collemaggio
in L’Aquila where Pope Celestino V was
crowned

https://www.amazon.it/primo-giubileo-storia-perdonanza-Celestino/dp/B0CLWTLQXV
https://www.amazon.it/primo-giubileo-storia-perdonanza-Celestino/dp/B0CLWTLQXV
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at Santa Maria di Collemaggio, Celestine V issued La
Bolla del Perdono, a Papal Bull (an official document)
granting plenary indulgence to anyone who, truly
repentant and confessed, entered the basilica
between the vespers of 28 and 29 August each year,”
De Nicola explains. “This act was revolutionary for its
time, as it was the first time indulgence was granted
freely to everyone, erga omnes, without distinction of
social class — thus anticipating by six years the
mechanism that became the foundation of the
Jubilee.” This event, known as the Perdonanza
Celestiniana,  established a rite that is today
recognised by UNESCO as Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity.

KEEPING IT SAFE

Celestine V did not entrust the Bull to the Church, as
would have been expected, but to the Municipality of
L’Aquila. We do not know for certain why he made
this choice, though one might speculate that he
feared his gesture would cause discomfort.
“Boniface VIII, his successor, sent a letter — still in
existence today — ordering the Bishop of L’Aquila to
hand over the document so it could be annulled,
which at the time meant physically destroying it.
However, Bishop Nicola Castroceli was unable to
comply, as the Bull was safely kept by the people of
L’Aquila,” says De Nicola. “The historical analysis
suggests that Boniface VIII saw in the success of the
Celestinian Forgiveness an opportunity (granting the
plenary indulgence for free, as the Christian people
were demanding) and a threat at the same time (the 

HISTORY

Photos: (below) the original La Bolla del Perdono kept in
L’Aquila; (right) a historic procession during the
celebrations of the Perdonanza Celestiniana, photos by
Andrea Mancini

decentralisation of papal power from Rome and its
rituals).” Boniface VIII, a man of sharp political
acumen, recognised the potential of such an initiative
and, only a few years later, in 1300, proclaimed what is
now considered the first official Jubilee of the Church,
a global event with Rome at its centre.

But did Boniface VIII truly draw inspiration from the
Perdonanza Celestiniana? And, more intriguingly, if
Celestine V had remained on the papal throne longer,
would we all now be heading to L’Aquila for the
Jubilee instead of Rome?

TWO OPPOSING VISIONS

To fully grasp this historical debate, we must consider
the figure of Pope Celestine V. Known for his humility
and ascetic spirit, he was almost a revolutionary figure
within the Church of his time. Elected during a period
of great crisis and division, his decision to grant
plenary indulgence to all who visited the Basilica of
Collemaggio reflected a vision of spirituality
accessible to everyone, free from the bureaucracy of
the Church.

Pope Boniface VIII, on the other hand, represented the
opposite: ambitious, shrewd, and determined to
strengthen the power of the Church, he could not
tolerate a religious event that might shift attention
away from Rome. His decision to proclaim the Jubilee
of 1300 was motivated not only by spiritual concerns
but also by political and economic interests —
attracting pilgrims meant increasing the prestige of
the Roman Church and boosting its revenues.

It is no coincidence that the Perdonanza Celestiniana
(ABRUZZISSIMO will cover the event in detail in the
July-August issue) remained a local event in L’Aquila,
while the Roman Jubilee took on an international
dimension. 

https://perdonanza-celestiniana.it/en/
https://perdonanza-celestiniana.it/en/
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The powerful organisational machinery of Boniface
VIII ensured that his initiative became the universal
reference, overshadowing the experience in L’Aquila. 

And yet, despite everything, the Perdonanza
Celestiniana has not been forgotten — far from it!
This religious event has been celebrated for over
730 years on 28 and 29 August (watch a video about
it here), with a historic procession accompanying
the opening of the Holy Door of the Basilica of
Collemaggio. However, the city comes alive and
dresses up for a whole week, from 24 to 30 August,
with music, performances, and historical re-
enactment events. These celebrations serve to
highlight Celestine V’s message, in which the
secular and religious aspects of the Perdonanza
weave together, creating a harmonious balance
between spirituality and culture. 

A QUESTION OF PERSPECTIVE

So, can we say that the Jubilee actually originated in
L’Aquila? The answer is not straightforward and
depends on how one interprets history. If we define
the Jubilee as an event officially institutionalised by  
the Church with global impact, then Rome remains
its epicentre. But if we focus on the essence of the
spiritual message and the granting of plenary indul-

HISTORY

gence, then the Perdonanza Celestiniana could indeed
be seen as a forerunner of the Jubilee.

“It is unfair to overlook the merits of Celestine V, who
turned the utopia of forgiveness into a means of lifting
up the world, without concern for power dynamics,”
says De Nicola. “Boniface VIII, unable to annul the Bull
of Forgiveness, chose instead to ‘institutionalise’ it to
his advantage by creating the Jubilee of 1300, thereby
reinforcing the centrality of Rome and the Papacy in
official historical narratives. His decision brought
indulgence back under papal control, establishing
Rome as the focal point of Christianity.”

The debate remains open, and we may never have a
definitive answer. But one thing is certain: the
Perdonanza Celestiniana is a unique event that
predates the official Jubilee and stands as a testament
to the deep connection between faith and tradition in
the land of Abruzzo. Perhaps there is no need to
choose between Rome and L’Aquila — after all, history
is also made of inspirations and cross-pollinations.

Marianna Colantoni is the founder of Taste Abruzzo,
Destination Maker and Communications Specialist.

In the next issue, we will explore the life of Celestine V
and his role in the history of the Church and Abruzzo.

Opening of the Porta Santa in L’Aquila. Photo by Andrea
Mancini

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dArIE_E-PCo
http://www.tastefromabruzzo.com/
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PRATOLA PELIGNA:
MORE THAN JUST 
€1 HOMES

A few years ago, Pratola Peligna joined the list of
Italian towns selling €1 houses. However, unlike many
other remote and sparsely populated locations, it
offers much more than just cheap properties.

Pratola Peligna is a small town in Valle Peligna in the
province of L’Aquila, with spectacular views of Monte
Morrone and Monti Marsicani. Due to its strategic
location in the valley, it was a trade hub and thriving
town for centuries (see the History of Pratola Peligna
below). The 20th century brought its challenges and the
population decline in the 1950s stemmed from a
significant wave of emigration. 

Like many other inland areas in Abruzzo, the historic
centre of Pratola Peligna was gradually abandoned with
many buildings left to crumble for decades. To add to
the problem, the 2009 earthquakes caused further
damage, making some areas unsafe and accelerating
the depopulation. 

Photo: Pratola Peligna with the snow-capped Majella
mountains
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